
MORNING PRAYER RITE II   March 29 2020 
  
  
Opening Sentence  
I will arise and go to my Father and I will say to him, “Father I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 page 79  Confession of sin 
 
Dearly beloved we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy word and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and 
our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship 
him, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may 
obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 
 
(Everyone)   Most merciful God 

We confess that we have sinned against you  
In thought, word, and deed, 
By what we have done, 
And by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole hearts; 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent  
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ; 
Have mercy on us and forgive us  
That we may delight in your will 
And walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on us , forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life,  AMEN  

 
(LM)    O Lord open thou our lips 



(Everyone)     And our mouth shall proclaim thy praise 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning 
is now and will be for ever Amen 
 
(LM) The Lord has shown forth hos glory: Come let us adore him. 
 
Page   82  Venite 
 
 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; 
Let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving 
And raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
 
For the Lord is a great God 
And a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, 
And the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, 
And his hands have molded the dry land. 
 
Come let us bow down, and bend the knee, 
And kneel before the Lord our Maker 
For he is our God, 
And we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 
 
(LM) on the insert we will say Psalm 130 
 responsively by whole verse. 
 
Please be seated for the Lessons: First Reading: Ezekiel 37: 1-4 
 
Standing we will read canticle 11 found on page 87 
 
The Third Song of Isaiah 



 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
And the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; 
Deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 
But over you the Lord will rise 
And his glory will appear upon you. 
Nations will stream to your light, 
And kings to the bightness of your dawning. 
Your gates will always be open 
By day or night they will never be shut. 
They will call you , The City of the Lord, 
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Violence will no more be heard in your land 
Ruin or destruction within your borders. 
You will call your walls Salvation 
And all your portals Praise. 
The sun will no more be your light by day; 
By night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 
The Lord will be your everlasting light, 
And your God will be your glory.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. AMEN 
 
Please be seated for the second Reading Romans 8: 6-11 
 
On Page 93 Canticle 19 
 
O ruler of the universe, Lord God, 
Great deeds are they that you have done 
Surpassing human understanding 
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth 
O King of all the ages 
 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord 
And sing praises of your Name 



For you only are the Holy One 
All Nations will draw near and fall down before you 
Because your just and holy works have been revealed. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
As it was in the beginning , is now and will be for ever, AMEN 
 
Hymn    
  
Gospel from John 11: 1-45 
 
Apostles Creed found on page 96 
 

I believe in God the Father almighty 
Creator of heaven and earth 

I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

And born of the Virgin Mary 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate 

Was crucified died and was buried 
He descended to the dead 

On the third day he rose again 
He ascended into heaven 

And is seated at the right hand of the Father 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead 

I believe in the Holy Spirit 
The holy catholic church 
The communion of saints 

The forgiveness of sins 
The resurrection of the body 

And the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
(LM): the Lord be with you 
(Everyone): and also with you 
 

(LM): let us pray 
Our Father, who art in heaven 



Hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass against us 
Lead us not into temptation 

But deliver us from evil  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

For ever and ever. Amen 
 

(LM) Show us your mercy, O Lord, 
(All)  And grant us your salvation 
 
(LM) Clothe your ministers with righteousness 
(All)  Let your people sing with joy 
 
(LM) Give peace O lord in all the world 
(ALL) For only in you can we live in safety 
 
(LM) Lord keep this nation under your care 
(All)  And guide us in the way of justice and truth 
 
(LM) Let your way be known upon earth 
(All)  Your saving health among all nations 
 
(LM) Let not the needy O Lord be forgotten 
(All)  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away 
 
(LM) Create in us clean hearts O God 
(All)  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
 
Collect on insert; 
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills of affectations of 
sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you 
promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may 



surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found;  through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God for ever and ever 
Amen 
 
Collect for Sundays page 98 
 
O God you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious  
Resurrection of Thy Son our lord: give us this day such blessing through our 
worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Amen 
 
Collect for Missions bottom of page 100 
 
O God you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth and sent your 
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near. 
Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you, bring the nations 
into your fold, pour out your Spirit upon all flesh and hasten the coming of your 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 
Hymn       
 
Please be seated for the PRESENTATION:   
 
SERMON 

Lent 5 A 
Text: Ezekiel 37:1–14 and John 11:1–45 
April 29, 2020   When Life Is a Valley of Dry Bones 
 
The College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Va. has a long and storied 
history. It is the second oldest college in the United States.  

  
In 1693, King William III and Queen Mary II of England signed the charter 
to found a college in the Virginia Colony, giving birth to the College of William 
& Mary.  
For a century and a half, William and Mary was a leader among American 
universities. Several of our nation’s Founding Fathers are numbered among 
its alumni including three Presidents, George Washington, Thomas 



Jefferson and John Tyler. That led to William and Mary being dubbed the 
nation’s Alma Mater. Then came the Civil War.  
 
In the difficult days of Reconstruction after the war, the college went 
bankrupt. The campus was deserted and the buildings were deteriorating 
from neglect. As with so many schools in the South after the Civil War, 
William and Mary was nothing more than a valley of dry bones. 
 
It was written off by everyone except its president, Benjamin Ewell. Ewell, 
who was the 16th president of the college, had given the best years of his life 
advocating the importance of education and advancing the cause of the 
college.  

 
Ewell was not about to give up on the future of William and Mary in its time 
of need. Every morning, he went to the campus, climbed the tower of the 
main building, and rang the bells, calling the school to class.  
 
Even though the campus was deserted, Ewell rang the bells every day for 7 
years. People thought he was crazy. But Ewell rang the bells in defiance of 
the despair and hopelessness that would have destroyed everything he held 
dear.  

 
Eventually Ewell’s vigilance and hope paid off. Over time, others began to 
catch his vision and the students and teachers—and money—began to 
return. Today, America's second oldest university thrives again because of 
the improbable hope of one man, Benjamin Ewell.i 

 
How do we maintain hope when life is nothing more than a valley of dry 
bones?  
 
That’s an important question for us to ask ourselves as we face difficult and 
trying times today. 
 
As we look at the vision that is given to Ezekiel, we see that hope emerges 
from an abiding faith and trust in God. Hope is rooted in the faith and 
expectation that God will be faithful to his promises. 
 
This vision of the valley of dry bones is given to Ezekiel at a devastating time 
in the history of the Jews. God’s people are being held in captivity in Babylon.  
 



Jerusalem and the Temple have been reduced to nothing more than a pile 
of rubble. No doubt, it must have seemed to these exiles that God was dead. 
They were utterly destroyed, physically, emotionally and spiritually. At this 
time in their history they are nothing more than a valley of dry bones.  
 
That is the context in which Ezekiel is given this vision that shows him a new 
reality.  
 
God’s people have lost their land, their Temple, their king, their covenant, 
and their relationship with God. Israel—as they understand it—is dead. They 
are like dry bones, strewn across a parched and desolate valley. No human 
hand or effort can restore them; they are beyond all hope.  
 
Amidst this scene of desolation and destruction, God asks Ezekiel a powerful 
question. It is a question that is important for the Jews who are in exile: 
Son of man, can these bones live?  
It is an important question for you and me as well: 
 
Can these bones live—can God resurrect lives that lay in ruins? 
A young man in a wheelchair, crippled by an accident, asks his friend, Do I 
have a future?  
A couple sitting in a counselor's office asks the therapist, Can our marriage 
be saved? 
A widow sinks into a chair after the burial of her husband and wonders, Can 
I go on?  

 
Son of man, can these bones live?  
Can that which is dead be returned to life?  
Can a situation that is hopeless be recovered, revived, resurrected?  
Is there any hope when life is nothing more than a valley of dry bones? 
 
Many people live in a valley of dry bones. Charles Plumb, the author of the 
book I'm No Hero, has been in that valley.  

 
Plumb was a Navy aviator who was shot down over North Vietnam during 
the war. He bailed out over enemy territory and was quickly captured. For 
the next 6 years his home was an 8’ x 8’ cell with a dirt floor and a tin can for 
a toilet.  
 



His captors frequently tortured him twisting his body with ropes. Just when it 
got to the point, he was sure he couldn't take any more, they would twist the 
ropes even tighter. Many times, he was thrown back in his cell with torn 
muscles. Somehow, he managed to survive each instance of torture. 

 
One day when he was near the breaking point, Plumb saw a wire appear 
beneath the bamboo wall of his cell and wiggle as if giving a signal. He 
watched the wire wondering if it was a trick by his captors. Finally, after 
several days, he got up enough courage to pull on the wire. When he did, he 
found it came from another prisoner.  

 
The other POW asked, How are you doing? 
 
Plumb told him. I don’t know if I can take it anymore.  
 
The other POW told Plumb, That’s Prison Thinking and it can kill you.  
 
The fellow POW went on to explain, Prison Thinking is feeling sorry for 
yourself and finding others to blame for your problems.  
 
The other POW told him that to make it out of there, he needed to have 
faith—faith in God, faith in his country and faith in his fellow POW’s. 
 
He also needed to have Commitment—something to live for—and Pride—a 
belief in his self-worth that refused to surrender his dignity. 
 
Plumb took those words to heart and managed to survive his captivity. When 
was finally freed at the end of the war, he tried to call his wife. When he 
couldn't locate her, he called his parents. When he asked where his wife 
was, they had to tell him she was divorcing him to marry another man. ii  
 
Plumb’s life had been reduced to a valley of dry bones—6 years as a POW 
in an 8’ x 8’ cell, endless torture at the hands of his captors, and now 
abandonment by his wife, who was his high school sweetheart. 

 
But in the midst of all that rot and decay, Plumb experienced the power and 
grace of God breathing new life into the carcass his life had become.  
 
How could he go on with his life?  

  



 
The lawyers told him to sue his wife and her fiancé. 

The legal eagles told him, That’ll fix’em.  
The psychologists told him he had every reason to be angry. 

The shrinks told him, You’ve need to get angry and let it out.  
 
Plumb disagrees.  

I didn’t need to get even or get angry.  
I needed to get better.  
 

How could he get better?  
How could he get on with a life that had been reduced to a valley of dry 
bones?  
How? First and foremost, with faith!  
He had the faith that God could and would breathe new life into him.  
And God did. 
 
That is what we learn from Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones. In faith, 
we can have the audacity to hope that God can and will breathe new lifeinto 
hopeless situations and hopeless lives.  

 
We dare to hope that God can and will be faithful to his promises. God 
restored Israel from a people in exile to a people restored.  
 
And God brought new life to Charles Plumb who has inspired countless 
numbers of people with his books and motivational speeches.  
 
Because of the cross, we can have the audacity to hope in faith that God can 
and will turn our defeats into his victories giving us new life—not just in the 
world to come, but right here…right now—a new life that is far greater than 
anything the world can imagine or understand. 
 
 



 
Prayers of the People FORM V  
 
Let us pray to the Lord, saying “Lord have mercy” 
 
For the holy church of God, that it may be filled with 
truth and love, and be found without fault at the day of 
your coming, we pray to you O Lord 
 
Lord have mercy 
 
For Michael our presiding Bishop, for Russel our own 
Bishop, for all bishops and other ministers, and for all 

the holy people of God, we pray to you O Lord. 
 
Lord have mercy 
 
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ that our divisions may cease 
and that all may be as one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you O Lord 
 
Lord have mercy 
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to 
the ends of the earth, we pray to you O Lord 
 
Lord have mercy 
 
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow 
among nations and peoples, we pray to you O Lord 
 
Lord have mercy 
 
For those in positions of public trust especially our president that they may serve 
justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you O 
Lord 
 
Lord have mercy 
 



For the poor, the persecuted, the sick and all who suffer; for refugees,prisoners, 
and all who are in danger; that they  may be relieved and protected, we pray to 
you O Lord 
 
Lord have mercy 
 
For this congregation and for all who have commended themselves to our 
prayers, especially those on our epiphany prayer list; for our families , friends and 
neighbors; that being freed from anxiety they may live in joy, peace and health, 
we pray to you O Lord 
 
Lord have mercy 
 
In the Episcopal circle of prayer we pray for ………….we pray to you O Lord 
 
Lord have mercy 
 
That the  Leaders of Crestview feel the grace of Jesus Christ as they work to serve 
our community. 
We Pray to You O Lord 
Lord have Mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the communion of your Church and those whose faith is 
known to you alone that with all the saints they may have rest in that place where 
ther is no pain or grief but life eternal, we pray to you O Lord 
Lord have mercy. 
 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us 
commend ourselves and one another and all our life to Christ our God 
 
To you O Lord our God 
 
For yours is the majesty O Father Son and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory now and forever AMEN 
 



Please don’t forget your pledge in these troubled times we are the church and 
our work and prayers continue even more fervently as we wait to get back into 
our building. 
 
 
General Thanksgiving page 101 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies 
We your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
 For all your goodness and loving kindness 
To us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation 
And all the blessing of this life; 
But above all for your immeasurable love 
 In the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
For the means of grace and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray give us such an awareness of your mercies 
That with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise; 
Not only with our lips but in our lives 
By giving up ourselves to thy service 
And by walking before you 
In holiness and righteousness all our days 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord 
To whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
Be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen 
 
Page 102 prayer of St. Chysostom 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you and have promised through your well beloved son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his name thou wilt be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions as may be best for us 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen 
Let us Bless the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 



May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen . 
   
 

GO IN PEACE TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD 
                                                                                                                    
 
Please pray for our world and our community that peace be with us all in our 
thoughts and actions at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

i A Daffy, Magnificent Hope, www.sermons.com, downloaded 2-22-11 
ii Charles Plumb, Packing Parachutes, www.youtube.com, downloaded 2-22-11 
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